
I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E :  

From the 

Principalõs 

Desk 

2 

Blackrock 

College  

Radio 

6 

Model  

European 

Parliament  

6 

Silver Gaisce 

Awards  

12 

World 

Champion-

ship of per-

forming Arts  

15 

Glendalough  17 

Book 

Worms  

22 

S T .  J O S E P H  O F  C L U N Y  

S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L 

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

¶ TY Highlights 

to date  

¶ Science Week  

¶ Green Schools 

Flag Assess-

ment  

¶ Christmas 

Baking 

¶ Sports Update  

¶ Leaving Cert 

Class 2010 

Results &  

Destinations  

¶ Student     

Council News  

¶ Study Skills  

School Days, The Best Days of our Lives! 

Outstanding Debaters, Stars of the Stage, Wave Chasers, Broadcasters on the Airwaves, 

Mud Therapies & Sporting Successes to name but a few of the activities of a Cluny Girl. 

Winter 2010 Newsletter 
D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 0  F I R S T  I S S U E  



òThe school 

congratulates 

these students 

and all our 

recent graduates 

and wishes them 

well in their new 

colleges.ó. 

Welcome everyone to this winters edi-
tion of the Cluny newsletter.  Follow-

ing a request from the Parents Asso-

ciation we have decided to return to 
mailing the Newsletter to studentsô 

homes as well as continuing to display 

the newsletter now on the school web-

site i.e. www.clunykilliney.ie  We are 
always pleased to receive articles from 

our students and staff in our Newslet-

ter to keep parents in touch with de-
velopments during the term and in the 

school community.  We also welcome 

articles from past pupils or parents 
too.  You might like to contribute arti-

cles of general interest, updates on our 

past pupils or your own profile if you 

are a past pupil, details about re-
unions etc.  And if you can cheer us 

up in the article all the better to get us 

through these gloomy times! 
 

It has been a busy time in the school 

since my last Principals Report.  Re-
cently I attended the UCD Awards 

Ceremony where past pupils and UCD 

Arts student Anna McDermott re-

ceived an Entrance Scholars Award in 
the faculty of Arts and Celtic Studies 

and Ellen Curtin received a Bord na 

Gaeilge UCS Scholarship Award.  
Both students received these awards 

based on their 2010 Leaving Certifi-

cate results.  Similarly last years Head 

Girl Molly Brady Martin received a 
Trinity College Entrance Exhibition 

Award for her high performance in the 

Leaving Certificate 2010.  Molly has 
selected European Studies for her de-

gree course.  The school congratulates 

these students and all our recent 
graduates and wishes them well in 

their new colleges.  The 2010 Sixth 

Year group of course looked splendid 

for the Parents Association Debs Re-
ception in September.  We wished the 

girls a final farewell that night and 

hope they enjoy all the exciting new 
challenges facing them. 

 

The Parents Association AGM on 20 
October last was well supported this 

year.  Congratulations to Mrs Clare 

Ryan on another successful year as 
Chairperson and on the very hard 

work undertaken all year by the Ex-

ecutive Committee at so many school 

events.  The guest speaker this year 
was Ms. Tina Roche who gave a 

splendid and thought provoking talk 

on women and career challenges in 
Irish society based on both her own 

and the latest international research. 

Sincere thanks to Mrs Fionnuala Mar-
tin the outgoing Hon. Sec of the Asso-

ciation and we all welcome a new 

group of parents onto the Association 

this year.  I hope to work with the As-
sociation on forming an active Past 

Pupils Committee this year and out of 

that to hopefully formalise a Past Pu-
pils Union during the year.  We have 

been so pleased to see so many of our 

past pupils enrolling their daughters in 
the school over the last number of 

years.  We would like to tap into the 

talents of our Past Pupils, create a 

meaningful link with them and organ-
ise an event annually to meet up with 

them.  Please send us your details on 

the Past Pupils link in the school web-
site or write to us with your sugges-

tions. 

 

The Fifth Years had a great Musical 
óFootlooseô in October with some of 

the boys from the local schools.  There 

were great individual solos and per-
formances from our girls. As always 

Mrs Irene Burke Director and Debbie 

Kirwan choreographer created a col-
ourful and fast paced production full 

of surprises.  Mr. John OôFarrell led 

the musicians in a great musical line-

up and all-in-all we were very pleased 
with this new production.  On the or-

ganisation level many thanks to Ms. 

Seymour and the Parents Association 
for all their assistance in the produc-

tion. On a sad note we were very sorry 
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Parliament this term i.e. Katie OôByrne 4L, Fiona 
Craddock 4C, Eleanor OôMahony 4L, Emma Len-

non 4L and Megan Ross 4C.  Katie Wolahan 5N 

had the great distinction of representing Ireland 
and the Model European Parliament in Istanbul at 

the beginning of November.  Congratulations also 

to Megan Ross 4C and Fiona Craddock 4C and 

their teachers as the two girls were in the top 50 
performers in Junior Certificate Business Studies 

and are to be awarded with certificates by DCU 

Business School.  Congrats to the Concern debat-
ers Aine Flanagan 4L, Eleanor McSweeney 4L, 

Sadhbh Frison-Roche 4L and Katie OôByrne 4L 

who are through to the next round and the Mental 
Health Public Speakers.  A group of Transition 

Year students have been involved in recording a 

programme for radio in Blackrock College and 

we look forward to hearing their broadcast.   Well 
done to Lauren Cavanagh 4C who has qualified 

for the U17 International Soccer Squad. 

 
In December we hope you will be able to join us 

for the first Christmas Fair to be staged in the 

school for a long time. Due to the inclement 
weather we have had to transfer the date of the 

Fair to Sunday 12 December next.  This is an ini-

tiative driven by Jenny Kavanagh 6N Deputy 

Head Girl and Emma Cogan 6N Head Girl.  We 
welcome any assistance you can give us on the 

day or items for our stalls or the ever popular 

óWheel of Fortuneô.  The Christmas Fair is for 
young and not so young and will feature Santa of 

course.  It is being held in aid of óThe Cystic Fi-

brosis Associationô our Student Council Charity 

for this year.  Many thanks in advance to all the 
TY and Sixth Year Students who have signed up 

to help and we could do with a lot of Parent help 

on the day also.  Good luck to all involved in the 
Fair.  We will also have our annual St. Vincent de 

Paul family boxes collection during the month of 

December also. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you all for our annual 

Carol Service on Monday 20th December.  Enjoy 

the month of December.  I hope it does not be-
come too stressful for you and every good wish 

for the Christmas Season ahead. 

 
M. White. 

Nov. 2010 

 
 

to hear about the recent death of Mr. John 
Cooke.  John filmed the musical for many 

years and created the DVDs to record the 

event for the girls.  May he rest in peace.   
 

Just before mid-term we had a visit from 

two working members of the European 

Commission, one a past pupil Ms. Cristine 
Arigho and Mr. John Bell a Chef de Cabinet 

and an uncle of Eleanor OôMahony 4L.  

Their visit was a very successful and popu-
lar event and during the morning they met 

Transition Year, Fifth Years, Student Coun-

cil members, Senior Prefects and House 
Captains.  They encouraged the girls to keep 

up their study of European languages; not to 

look to success in the future necessarily but 

to work hard and achieve their best right 
now.  They also encouraged the girls to stay 

positive for the future and not be weighted 

down by all the talk of economic gloom but 
to believe in their own potential.  Both 

guests were excellent speakers and we hope 

to meet up with them again sometime in the 
future.  They encouraged and reassured us 

that Ireland had a good reputation in Europe 

which is heartening to hear at this time. 

 

Congrats to our seasonal debaters and public 

speakers who have had notable successes 

this term i.e. Jenny Lennon 6C who was se-

lected as an individual speaker in the recent 
Soroptomist Public Speaking Competition in 

the Mansion House.  Jenny will go forward 

to the regional finals in the New Year.  
Emma Cogan 6N, Sinead Craddock 6L and 

Aisling Murphy 5N made excellent team 

presentations on the day.  Five Fourth Year 
students took part in the Model European 
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ά!ŦǘŜǊ ŀƴ 

exhausting two 

hour session full 

of splashes, 

games and an 

underwater tree, 

we had a choice 

to jump into the 

waterΦΦέ 

Landscape of  

Connemara  

Last Wednesday I received my Junior 
Cert results. As a reward, our whole class 
went to Connemara for four days. The 
area is called Recess. 
The trip started very early, at 8am on 
Thursday morning. The year was divided 
into two groups, and put on separate 
buses. When we finally got on, the crazi-
est, loudest bus journey had begun. 
We arrived at the Centre after a six hour 
bus drive.  The year rushed out, and be-
gan the mad dash to get a bed. I never 
got one, so had to sleep between my 
friends. 
After an introduction speech, which in-
cluded safety and meal times, we got 
split into four groups. These were the 
groups we would do the various activi-
ties in. The four activities were, Orien-
teering, Canoeing, Hill Walking and Rock 
Climbing. 
That same day we started the activities. 
My group got canoeing first. We set out 
in our swimming togs and wet suits. We 
met our instructors, who were both gin-
ger, which they claimed  was the secret 
to being a good canoe instructor. We 
practised how to row and then headed 
to the water. After an exhausting two 

hour session 
full of 
splashes, 
games and 
an underwa-
ter tree, we 
had a choice 

to jump into the water. They brought us to 
an eight metre high jump, but only four of 
us decided to jump, including me.  It was 
great fun and exhilarating. 
The following day we had orienteering. We 
split into pairs, but as there were 19 in our 
ƎǊƻǳǇΣ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ŀ ΨōŀƴŀƴŀΩ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ƧƻƪŜǎΦ ΨtŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀƴŀƴŀǎΩΦΦΦƎŜǘ 
it? We set out and our group found all but 
the last number. 
After lunch, our group headed out hill 
ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƘƛƭƭΩ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
Sugar Loaf, it was more like a mountain. 
This exhausting trek ended with a nice din-
ner. 
On Saturday, we went on an outing to 
Achill Island. Here we got to go surfing, and 
got a tour of the Island. Did you know that 
Achill means eagle, so its Eagle Island!  The 
best bit (apart from surfing) was toasting 
ƳŀǊǎƘƳŀƭƭƻǿǎΣ ŀǎ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜπ
fore. We also got to have a barbecue. 
Sunday, our last day, started nice and early. 
Rock climbing was our last activity, but as it 
was raining only a few people decided to 
do it. We got soaked as the rock was very 
wet and slippery. Despite this I climbed it 
twice! 
 
After this soaking activity, we packed up 
and headed home. We arrived back, to a 
sheepless, house filled with warm clothes, 
warm beds, hots drinks and fond memo-
ries.  That night I slept on a proper bed, 
and dreamed about the amazing time we 
had! 

TY Highlights to date:   
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lege, Sligo  in July 2010 and was one of the highlights of the 
International Federation for Home Economics Council 2010 

which was hosted in Sligo this year. Amanda, who was one of 

just ten finalists, certainly cooked up a storm and wooed the 
judges with her unusual Chilli con Carne made with bitter dark 

chocolate and her sumptuous Meringue Roulade. Amanda did 

herself, her parents and the school proud and many of the inter-

national visitors who were attending the conference were com-
plimentary of her wonderful dishes. Well done Amanda and 

congratulations on your achievement. 

 
The Home Economics department were doubly proud on that 

day in July because also as part of the Home Economics confer-

ence there was an exhibition of specially chosen craft projects 
from schools around the country. One of the projects which was 

selected for display was made by Cliona Brennan who was a 

sixth year student in St Joseph of Cluny last year. Cliona de-

signed her knitted bag for her Home Economics Junior Cert 
Craft project a few years ago. It was a lovely tribute to Clionas 

hard work and creativity to see her craft project on display in 

the college during the conference. Congratulations and well 
done Cliona. 

 

Mrs B Wolahan.  
Home Economics Teacher  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Good 4U, who produce an exciting range of 

seeds and sprouts, ran a school cookery 
competition last spring. The senior category 

competitors had to design a two course 

menu using the Good 4U products. I got a 
lovely surprise during the summer when I 

received notification that Amanda Galvin, 

who is now a 6th year student, had qualified 
through to the National finals. This heat of 

the competition was held in St Angelas Col-
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We each mastered how to check the breathing airways, the 
óHead tilt chin liftô exercise, the compressions with breaths 
and the recovery position. We were shown how to use an 
AED which is very important because if someoneôs heart 
stops you need to use this machine. It is a very useful skill to 
have as we just got 2 AEDs in Cluny. 
 
One thing the instructors kept saying was how making the 
call, directly pointing at one person and not crowding around 
helps in so many ways. We ended the course by learning 
how to help an infant or adult if they are choking. 
 
I really enjoyed this course. It taught me so much. J   
 
Rebecca Blake (4N) 
 

When I found out that transition year 
were going to take part in a CPR course 
I was really excited. I was always inter-
ested in CPR and I wanted to take part 
in a course but I never got the chance.  
We arrived into the hall and all of a sud-
den I noticed people lying on the ground. 
For a spilt second, a panic came over 
me. Then my friend pointed out that 
these were dummies, not real people. I 
sighed in relief and took my seat. 
 
The instructors introduced themselves 
and they explained what actions we 
were going to take in the workshop. 
They defined what CPR was and many 
ways on how to save a persons life. 
They showed us a video about many 
situations which you can use CPR in. 
Then it was our turn. 

CPR 

Amanda 

Galvin  

National 

Finalist 2010  



òIt seemed like a 

pretty daunting 

task to have to 

organise a radio 

show, but we 

were up for the 

challenge.ó 

The Cluny DJõs & 

Production team at 

Blackrock  

Model European Parliament 

Every year the Transition Years in 
Blackrock College operate a radio 

show for one week in November in aid 

of St. Vincent de Paul.  A number of 
girls schools are invited to host a 27 

minute show on the station, and for 

the past few years Cluny has been one 

of them.  This year I had the pleasure 
of producing/editing the programme, 

along with Gerardine Maughan-

Dempsey and Eimear Langan.  Al-
though we were óin chargeô of the pro-

duction, the show was a collaborative 

effort, and anyone in the year was able 
to offer suggestions and contribute.  It 

seemed like a pretty daunting task to 

have to organise a radio show, but we 

were up for the challenge. 
We started by having a couple of 

brainstorming meetings after school.  

Everyone had really good ideas, rang-
ing from interviews to mock ads to 

quiz-like games.  Eventually we chose 

an MC for the show, Gemma Moyni-
han, who would introduce each piece 

on the show.  We also carefully 

planned out each segment of the show, 

making sure that we wouldnôt go over 
or under the 27 min time limit. 

When we went to Blackrock, we only 

had Gemmaôs MC pieces, an inter-
view with Andrew Bree (Olympic 

Swimmer and Fiona Faganôs cousin), 

the Cluny Fortunes game and a song ï 

Hey Soul Sister - to record.  We had 

planned to play the song óRadioactiveô by 
Kings of Leon on the show, as well, but as 

all the other girls schools so far had in-

cluded it in their show, we asked our sing-
ers Abby Molloy, Orla Gormley and 

Niamh OôSullivan, to perform a second 

song, óForget Youô by Cee-Lo Green.  

The recording went pretty smoothly, even 
though óCluny Fortunesô ï which was or-

ganised by Heather Rainey and Caitriona 

Fay and involved quizzing some Black-
rock ómenô (as we were told to refer to 

them!) about girls ï took a lot longer than 

expected.  Once we finished recording at 
5:10, myself and a few others stayed on 

until 7:30 to edit the show.  We went 

through it with a fine-toothed comb and 

managed to edit it down to 27 mins and 
10 seconds, which we were told was 

pretty much perfect! 

Organising this 27 minute slot on Black-
rock College Radio was quite a lot of 

work, but we all thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience! Thanks to everyone I men-
tioned above and everyone else who con-

tributed in any way to the show (there was 

a lot of you!) ï we couldnôt have done it 

without all of you J 
You can tune into Blackrock College Ra-

dio on 92.1 FM from the 22nd ï 26th No-

vember, and also on http://dev.sharp-
stream.com/blackrock/default.html .   

 

Meg Ross 4C  

cuss different issues that the EU was 
dealing with, write a resolution, and 

then defend it at a General Assembly 

on the final day.  It all seemed a little 
daunting, especially when we were 

given our committees and didnôt have 

a clue about most of the issues that 

were up for discussion, such as Tur-
keyôs accession into the EU and refu-

gees, but we went off and researched 

them anyway.  Katie Wolahan from 

This September, Katie OôByrne, Fiona 
Craddock, Emma Lennon, Eleanor 

OôMahony and I participated in the 

National Model European Parliament 
in St. Andrewôs College.  When Mr. 

Byrne first asked us to do it, we were 

all a little nervous.  We had no idea 

what MEP involved, as weôd never 
done anything like it before.  He ex-

plained that we would each be on a 

different committee, where weôd dis-

Blackrock College Radio 2010 
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tant task of choosing people to give the speeches 
at the General Assembly.  This would be when we 

had to defend our Resolution to the whole Parlia-

ment, and answer critical questions about it, be-
fore everyone voted on whether or not it should 

be passed, so we needed to have good speakers to 

defend it.  One speech would be given at the be-

ginning, to introduce it, then the floor would be 
opened to questions, then another delegate from 

another committee would give a speech against 

our Resolution, and then finally one of us would 
have to give the closing speech in our defence.  

For these, we voted democratically.  Another per-

son needed to be picked to read out the Operative 
Clauses of our Resolution ï to choose this person 

we used the very diplomatic method of Musical 

Chairs.  This was how I won the honour of read-

ing out the OCs.   
Monday was the big day: General Assembly.  

This took place in the Royal Marine Hotel in Dun 

Laoghaire, and we all had to dress very formally.  
We felt like proper business people, wearing blaz-

ers, blouses, high heels and, in Emmaôs case, a 

pencil skirt.  We spent the day debating each of 
the five Resolutions in turn, and we were pretty 

vicious in our voting ï only one of them, the 

Committee on Foreign Affairsô one ï got passed!  

Even though this was a bit of a let-down for us, it 
wasnôt the end of the world! 

MEP was a brilliant weekend.  It may have 

seemed like it was a lot of work and a bit boring, 
but it was a really fun weekend.  I made lots of 

new friends and learned a lot about how the Euro-

pean Parliament operates from it.  I would really 

encourage any of next yearsô Fourth Years to get 
involved, and hopefully, if Mr. Byrne lets us, 

weôll get the chance to do it again in 2011 too! 

Meg Ross 4C 

Fifth Year was also going to be coming with 
us to MEP, as she attended last year and had 

been invited to join the Irish delegation for 

the International MEP in Istanbul in Novem-
ber.  

My committee was the Committee on Cul-

ture and Education, and the issues we were 

given to discuss related to the health of 
young people, specifically in relation to 

smoking, alcohol abuse, mental stress and 

poor levels of nutrition.  We had to come up 
with ways in which the EU could tackle 

these problems, in particular what role 

schools and educational programmes could 
play.  

The Model European Parliament opened on 

Friday the 8th of October.  We arrived at St. 

Andrewôs College around 2, and I recog-
nised some familiar faces from other 

schools, which is always reassuring!  After a 

talk from Proinsias de Rossa, MEP (Member 
of European Parliament), we had a table 

quiz.  Each committee was divided into two 

teams, so that we could get to know some of 
our fellow committee members a bit better.  

My team ended up coming first, and the 

other Culture and Education team came sec-

ond, so there was a lot of chocolate at our 
first meeting the following morning! 

The committee meetings were conducted in 

a very formal manner.  Each delegate had to 
make a placard with their schoolôs name on 

it, and if we had anything to contribute to 

the discussion, we had to raise this.  We 

were addressed by our school name, so I 
was simply óClunyô, and whenever we 

wanted to say anything we had to start by 

saying óThank you Mister/Madam Presi-
dentô.  This took a while to get used to, but it 

made the whole process a lot more realistic.   

We spent most of Saturday coming up with 
the problems that needed to be looked at, 

which would form the basis of the Introduc-

tory Clauses (problems that need to be tack-

led) in our Resolution.  After lunch, we 
started to discuss ways in which we could 

address these problems, which contributed 

to the formation of our Operative Clauses 
(what we were going to do to solve the prob-

lems).  This continued on until Sunday after-

noon, by which point our Resolution was 
pretty much finished.  Then came the impor-
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ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŎƛǇŜ ǿŀǎ 

my great, great 
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which she passed 

down through the 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ 

 

Christmas Baking 

A few weeks ago, four of us Transition 

Year students, usually reputed for 

ókeeping a low profileô, were chosen to 

represent the school in the Concern de-
bates.  

Our team, made up of team captain Katie 

OôByrne, Aine Flanagan, Eleanor 

McSweeney and Sadhbh Frison-Roche, 

have thus far taken part in two league 

phase debates, against Templeogue Col-

lege and The Teresian School. 

Our first debate, against Templeogue, was 

very successful. There was a great turnout 

of supporters including some first years! 

Our motion óThat genetically modified 
organisms are essential in combating 

world hungerô was quite a tough one and 

we were very pleased when our unani-

mous victory was announced, as the mo-

tion had been passed by all three adjudica-

tors! We were able to look forward to a 

cup of tea and biscuits and the end of the 

debate and a chat with the opposing team. 

 

The second debate, against the Teresian 

School was equally successful. We got 

slightly lost on the way, but thatôs all part 
of the experience!! 

This motion was also quite a controversial 

one, being óThat Europeôs promises on 

tackling climate change are a load of hot 

airô as the opposing team, this gave us 

great insight into Europeôs actions on the 

topic. 

We are currently preparing for our next 

debate against Loreto Abbey Dalkey. We 

have learned a huge amount through these 

debates and are intent on making the most 
out of this experience. 

And of course, we couldnôt do it all with-

out our wonderful mentors, Mr.Byrne and 

Ms. Mc Evoy. Thank you!!! 

Eleanor McSweeney, Sadhbh Frison-

Roche and Katie O'Byrne, 4L 

from a butcher and shredded at 
home. It really starts the Christmas 
season for me and is a really nice and 
Ŧǳƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
much easier for me now! 

My granny also taught me 
how to crochet, which I found to be 
very relaxing and helpful, as I used my 
new skill to make my home econom-
ics junior cert craft last year!  

I believe, and my granny 
agrees, that things should be passed 
down and that traditions like making 
homemade Christmas puddings are 
rewarding and enjoyable. 

.ȅ bƛŎƻƭŜ hΩIŀǊŀ пŎ 

A few weeks ago the fourth year culi-
nary arts class started to make Christ-
mas foods. We made things such as 
Christmas cakes to be iced in early 
December and Christmas puddings.  
 For my Christmas pudding I 
used a recipe that my granny gave 
me. I use this recipe to make Christ-
mas pudding every year with her, as 
she did with her grandmother. 

 This recipe was my great, 
great grandmothers which she passed 
down through the family. I love mak-
ing the Christmas cakes and pudding 
with my mum and granny and some-
times my aunts too! It is interesting to 
hear about how things used to be 
done. Eggs had to be preserved from 
summer time so that they could be 
used in Christmas baking, all the fruit 
had to be washed and de-stalked, the 
mixed peel had to be made from 
scratch and the suet had to be bought 

Concern Debates 
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book computer (on which Iôm typing this article, as it 
happens) and my speech was going to be published 

in a book.  I was over the moon; the Junior Cert was 

almost over, with just Music left to do, and I was 
going to be getting a free computer.  All for an essay 

Iôd written months earlier, and hadnôt even thought 

about since!  When I realised that there had been 

over 700 entries from 28 countries, I was astounded.  
Never in a million years would I have thought that I 

could write anything that good!  I think it was 

Malenga, the little African girl I made up for the es-
say (though whose name will be familiar to anyone 

whoôs ever had Mr. Byrne for assembly or English 

class), that won it for me, really. 
The prize-giving for the competition was originally 

supposed to be in September, before the UN Summit 

in New York, but because An Taoiseach couldnôt 

make it, it was postponed until the 21st of October.  
He still didnôt come, however.  In any case, that 

Thursday night my family and I went to Newman 

House in St. Stephenôs Green for the ceremony.  My 
friend Emer Jones (who you might know as the 

youngest person to win the Young Scientist Compe-

tition) won the Senior Category, so I knew at least 
one other person there!  We both had to read out an 

extract from our speeches, before receiving our net-

books.  It was a lovely event and afterwards we went 

out for dinner to celebrate my sister Alisonôs 10th 
birthday, which was also that night (I felt like Iôd 

hijacked it on her with the prize-giving!).  

I would encourage anyone with an interest in writing 
to enter the 2011 Concern Worldwide Creative Writ-

ing Competition, the details of which will be re-

leased early in the New Year.  While the topics vary 

from year to year, they always involve combining 
learning about some aspect of the developing world 

with creative writing, which may seem a bit chal-

lenging (it did to me!) but itôs also really interesting.  
And you never know, you might end up winning 

something! 

Meg Ross 4C 

Last February, during our Junior Cert Mocks, Mr. 
Byrne handed me a leaflet for the Concern Creative 

Writing Competition, telling me I should enter.  I 

believe his words were óMegan, you look like you 
donôt have enough to be doing!ô ï I was carrying a 

Business book, a Science book, a History book and 

about a million folders, but yeah, Iôm sure I gave the 

impression of not having enough to do, alright.  It 
was the second week of the Mocks, with Midterm 

approaching fast (fortunately); I thought I was insane 

to take on a 1000 word essay as soon as I finally had 
a break from all the study and work that the Mocks 

entailed!  But I agreed to give it a shot, taking the 

leaflet and putting it in my journal until the exams 
were over, at least! 

The competition required me to write a 1000-word 

speech to the United Nations about one of the eight 

Millenium Development Goals they set ï and how 
they have to get a move on if theyôre to be reached 

by 2015!  I chose MDG3: ñTo Promote Gender 

Equality and to Empower Womenò.  This goal fo-
cused on getting more girls to school in the develop-

ing world, and some of the statistics I read were 

pretty shocking.  It really makes you appreciate how 
privileged we, as girls, are to be getting as privileged 

an education as we are.  It may seem like the idea of 

a boy being sent to school instead of his sister be-

cause their family couldnôt afford to send two chil-
dren is very foreign, something youôd never hear of 

in Ireland, but as my Nana pointed out to me when 

she read my essay, that was pretty common here 
when she was growing up.  Which is all the more 

reason for us to be encouraging this in the develop-

ing world ï look how far weôve come in 60 years!   

When I sent my essay off in March, the last thing on 
my mind was that anything would come of it.  I 

knew that the winning and shortlisted speeches 

would be published in a book, so I guess I was hop-
ing my speech might get chosen for that, but nothing 

more.  A friend of mine won the Senior category of 

the competition in 2009, having written an amazing 
letter to President Obama asking him to tackle cli-

mate change, from the point of view of the Air.  

Having seen the standard they were looking for, I 

didnôt think I had any hope of winning anything! 
So you can imagine my surprise when my Mom 

came to pick me up after the Junior Cert Religion 

exam ï my second last ï and told me that Iôd come 
first in the Junior Category!  I was pretty blown 

away, if Iôm honest!  She told me that Iôd won a net-
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On the first of October at half past 
nine, ten girls eagerly jumped onto a 
minibus to attend The Idea Genera-
tion Workshop. Ourselves and 8 other 
lucky girls' names were drawn out of 
a hat and we were chosen to repre-
sent Cluny in the Stillorgan Park Hotel 
where we attended a really fun, use-
ful and interesting enterprise work-
shop organised by Dun Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Enterprise Board. 
 
We walked into a room full of com-
pletely unfamiliar faces. We were di-
vided into different groups. This 
meant that we could get a chance to 
communicate our ideas with different 
people from different schools such as 
Clonkeen, Andrews, Rockford Manor, 
Wesley College, Cabinteely & Black-
rock. 
We began to listen to a woman tell us 
about how she set up her own wooly-
jumper company, which was very in-
teresting. After this we were eager to 
move on to thinking of ideas for our-
selves. 
 
We began with a simple exercise by 
jotting down ideas, interests & hob-
bies. This proved a struggle for some 
groups because no one was talking to 
each other but we Cluny girls made 
the effort! 
There was a break in between with 
juice and biscuits provided by the ho-
tel. 
 
As the day progressed our ideas grew 
stronger and the awkwardness 
melted away. We had a chance to 
describe our ideas to the rest of the 
groups and in turn we got to listen to 
theirs. These consisted of designer 
laptop covers, glow in the dark ear-
phones and a special see through 
toaster that imprinted your name on 

the toast! 
 
All in all it was a very productive and 
rewarding day where we came up 
with lots of clever ideas and met lots 
of interesting people. 
 
On the 19th of November we were 
delighted to take part in the second 
instalment of the workshop which 
was organised again by Dun Laoghaire
-Rathdown County Enterprise Board.  
 
We arrived into the Stillorgan Park 
Hotel and headed towards the meet-
ing room where we would learn about 
planning and financing. This session 
was going to benefit our Enterprise 
class so much because we are taking 
part in the mini company competi-
tion. 
 
We learned about how market re-
search, advertising, selling and setting 
a price are crucial in the business 
world.  
In our group we discussed our target 
market, our products U.S.P. (Unique 
Selling Point) and how we could pre-
sent our product creatively to the 
other students at Cluny. 
 
I think we can all say that these work-
shops are very useful and helpful to 
us. We're looking forward to the next 
one! 
 
-Rebecca Blake and Sarah McNabb 
(4N) 
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