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ô... all working 

togetherine to 

achieve 

excellence , to 

create a caring 

school 

community...õ 

 

Dear Friends,  
 

As you are aware by now, our Princi-

pal, Mary White has been unwell and 
is receiving medical care at this time. 

She is recovering rapidly and we look 

forward to her return in the Spring. 

We keep her in our thoughts and 
prayers and she has told me that the 

cards and letters which constantly ar-

rive from the girls give her huge com-
fort and a lot of laughs too! 

In the meantime, I am proud and hon-

ored to be the acting principal of such 
an outstanding school. I am inspired 

daily by our students, teachers and 

staff, all working together to achieve 

excellence, to create a caring school 
community whilst preparing to con-

tribute in a meaningful way to our so-

ciety.  
 

CURRENT AFFAIRS  

We have had a very busy 
and successful first term 

so far.  

Our Second, Third and Sixth Year 

Parent-Teacher Meetings have taken 
place and we would like to thank you 

for taking the time to come to the 

school and showing such support for 
the work that we do here. Your in-

volvement as a parent makes a huge 

difference in successful student learn-

ing, and your presence as an involved 
parent adds quality to our school fam-

ily.  

The installation of new windows 
throughout the school is almost com-

plete and next yearôs project involves 

water conservation, all in line with our 
Green Schools ethos.  

We have weathered the storm of an 

industrial-action day and we thank you 

for your cooperation at that time. 
The school is currently reviewing its 

Code of Behaviour and to that effect, 

an audit is being conducted in accor-
dance with the óGuidelines for 

Schoolsô. A Questionnaire is currently 

being completed by students, parents 
and staff. The Parent Questionnaire 

was presented to all members of the 
Parents Association on Nov 30th and 

then to five randomly selected parents 

from each class list. Student Question-
naires have been administered to ran-

domly selected students. 

The Student Council have been work-

ing closely with the Parents Associa-
tion to create the first óCluny Calen-

darô. It includes year group photo-

graphs and art work produced by the 
students. A special commendation has 

to go to Denise French (parent) for her 

work in enlisting the services of Joe 
Cunningham the photographer, secur-

ing sponsorship and her involvement 

in the selection processes. She has 

worked closely with Molly Brady 
Martin and Rebecca Dwyer (our Head 

and Deputy Head Girls respectively) 

and together they have managed to get 
the calendar printed and ready for sale 

within the selected deadline. After 

printing costs are met, all monies will 
go to the charity The Childrenôs Hos-

pice. Well done to all!  

 

DURING THE TERM  

SEPTEMBER 
The class of 2009 returned for 

their Debs reception, hosted so 

generously yet again by the Par-
ents Association. The glamour 

of these young ladies was Hol-

lywood-worthy! Three of the 

same group, Rebecca Fox 
(UCD), Jane Maguire (UCD) and Ais-

ling Franciosi (TCD) received Higher 

Achievement/Entrance Exhibition 
awards from their chosen universities 

and we are so proud of them and con-

gratulate them on their prize-winning 
results. 

Our Transition Year students, having 

received superb Junior Certificate re-

sults the day before, headed off to Re-
cess in Co. Galway for an orienteering 

weekend. Great fun was had by all and 

there were plenty of photos to prove it.  

 

School News 
P A G E  2  

 

N E W S L E T T E R  



 

DECEMBER 

 

First, Second and Fifth Year Exams have taken place 
and now we find ourselves in the season 

of Advent with Christmas getting closer 

and closer!  

The Transition Years have again under-
taken the project óTY Tree for V De Pô 

and those of you visiting the school will 

see this beautiful tree in the foyer. The 
Art Department has created an óAdvent 

Candleô which contains paintings from St Lukeôs Gos-

pel.   
óIt is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us 

memories of goodness and thus to open doors of 

hope.ô (Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Seek That Which Is 

Above,1986.) 
Using the words of our pope as inspiration for our 

theme, the Music and Religious Education Departments  

presented our annual Carol Service on Tuesday Dec 
15th. A huge crowd attended. Our wonderful Parents 

Association again provide tea/coffee and mince pies at 

the end of the evening and a great night was had by all. 
Finally, a health warning with a difference! 

 

 ADVENT VIRUS 

Be on the alert for symptoms of inner Hope, Peace, Joy 

and Love. The hearts of a great many have already been 

exposed to this virus and it is possible that people every-

where could come down with it in epidemic propor-
tions. This could pose a serious threat to what has, up to 

now, been a fairly stable condition of conflict in the 

world. 
Some signs and symptoms of The Advent Virus:  

A tendency to think and act spontaneously rather than on 

fears based on past experiences.  
An unmistakable ability to enjoy each moment.  

A loss of interest in judging other people.  

A loss of interest in interpreting the actions of others.  

A loss of interest in conflict.  

A loss of the ability to worry. (This is a very serious 

symptom.)  

Frequent, overwhelming episodes of appreciation.  

Contented feelings of connectedness with others and na-

ture.  

Frequent attacks of smiling.  

An increasing tendency to let things happen rather than 
make them happen.  

An increased susceptibility to the love extended by others 

as well as the uncontrollable urge to extend it.  

PS The school will not provide vaccinations for this vi-

rus!!!! 
To one and allé A Happy and Peaceful Christmas 

Caroline Lundy (Acting Principal)  

OCTOBER  

Our Fifth Year students presented the 

school musical óFameô and played to 

capacity audiences in October. Irene 
Burke (producer), along with John 

OôFarrell (musical director) and Deb-

bie Kirwan (choreographer) once 

again delivered a Broadway standard show which had 
the audiences clapping, cheering and singing along. 

We extend our thanks to the boys from our neighbour-

ing schools for completing the cast. [To mention one 
such neighbouring school, Clonkeen College staged 

their annual Pantomime óThe Gingerbread Manô dur-

ing the first week of December. This was a great fun 
event and some of our girls were included in their cast 

thus sharing talent and building on the spirit of colle-

giality which exists between our schools.]  

 
Our Sixth Years having twined with their First Year 

óBuddiesô, organized a ócoffee morningô get-to-know-

you event and are currently planning an outing with 
the First Years just before Christmas.  The 

Halloweôen Fun day on October 23rd (where we all 

donned costumes, some cute and some very clever 

designs!) raised 750 for The Childrenôs Hospice the 

studentsô chosen Charity for this year. 

 

  

NOVEMBER  

Our annual Science Week took place 

between Nov 9th and 13th with its usual 

learning-through-fun events such as 
quizzes, puzzles, guessing games and 

explorations. During the week our exhi-

bition skeleton, óMr No-Bodyô managed 
to develop bright blue eyes and a pouty red mouth! 

Rather strange, but then again, maybe thereôs a scien-

tific explanation for the phenomenon! 
The Sierra Leone House headed by Emma Lynam 

managed to secure a visit from the Head of the Cluny 

mission in Sierra Leone, Sr Anne. After addressing a 

gathering of the entire school body, she made a spe-
cial presentation about the mission, the work of the 

sisters and the need for constant support, such as that 

which our school offers. 
The Parents Association in conjunction with the Guid-

ance department presented a very successful Careers 

Evening on the 19th. They enlisted the voluntary ser-
vices of many generous professionals who made 

themselves available to meet with our students and 

discuss their work and careers and we thank them 

most sincerely. 
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Leaving Certificate Class 2009 

Civil Engineering   1 

Media Arts   1 

Product Design   1 

Business and Retail Management 1 
Hospitality Management   1 

 

IADT Dun Laoghaire  

Psychology   2 

Applied Psychology  1 

 

IT Tallaght  

Social care practice  2 

 

Blanchardstown IT 

Social care practice  2 
 

Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland 

Medicine   1 

 

Dublin Business School 
Social Science   1 

 

UK 

Science    1 

Computer science  1 

Drama and theatre  1 

Sound Engineering  1 
 

Post Leaving Certificate Courses 

Beauty Therapy   1 

Fashion Design   2 

Leisure Management and Fitness Instructor 1 

 

Working/Repeating  4 

DEGREES 

University College Dublin 

Arts    7  

General Nursing   2 

Engineering   1 

Neuroscience   2 

Psychology   1 

Biomedical, Health and Life Sciences 1 

Science    7 

Sports Management  1 

Business and Law  1 

International Modern languages 1 

International German  1 

Commerce   1 

Economics and Politics  1 
 

Trinity College Dublin  

Science    2 

BESS    1 

European Studies   1  

Engineering   1 

English Literature and German 1 

Physiotherapy   1 

Italian and French  1 

Spanish and French  1 

  

National University of Ireland 

Maynooth 

Anthropology   1 

 

Dublin Institute of Technology  
Business and Management  1 

Tourism Marketing  2 

Retail and Services Management 1 

Nutraceuticals in Health and Nutrition 1 

Congratulations 

to all the class 

of ô09 on their 

great Leaving 

Cert results. 
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Congratulations to all students who sat their leaving certificate this year. We are extremely proud of them 
and wish them happiness and success in their chosen careers.  

 

Outline of results and destinations: seventy - four students 



very beginning of the year.  The 

feedback from both groups has been 

extremely positive.  The students 

were provided with practical and 
useful advice, we hope will be put 

into practice. 

 

There are lots of resources on study 

skills available, through books, 

skool.ie etc.  Help from the subject 

teachers, Tutor or myself is available at any 

time, just ask! 

 

Ms Dullaghan, Study Skills Co-Ordinator 

 

Session 1 
The first Study Skills session for all classes was 

held on 09 November with the help of the class 

teacher.  The purpose of this session was to raise 

student awareness of the importance of organ-

ized study. 

 

Each year had a different emphasis depending on 

the needs of that year.  Aspects of study for all 

years includes planning skills, guidelines for 
exam preparation and a reminder of the impor-

tance of going back over the class work. 

 

Sixth and Third Year had a study skills day run 

by a professional study skills company at the 
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Irish books 

Colfer, Eoin Artemis Fowl 

Harrison, Cora Dhá chorp 

Lyons, Claire Lasair na gréine 

Mullen, Michael Na seolta bána 

Ní Dhuibhne, Éilís Dún an airgid 

Ní Ghlinn, Áine Tromluí 

Ní Ghuairim, Aoife An tádh dearg 

OôConnor, Se§n Seán Ruiséal agus an guth istoíche 

Ó Murchadha, Frainc Idir dhá chomhairle 

Ó Neachtain, Joe Steve Lámh láidir 

Ó Raghallaigh, Colmán An tóraíocht 

Ó Raghallaigh, Colmán An Táin 

Ó Raghallaigh, Colmán An sclábhaí 

Ó Raghallaigh, Colmán Deirdre agus Mic Uisnigh 

Ó Raghallaigh, Colmán Strainséirí 

Parkinson, Siobhán  Dialann sár-rúnda: Amy Ní 

   Chonchúir 

Titley, Alan Amach 

Ua Cearnaigh, Seán Gleann na mistéire 

Wynn Jones, Sioned Coinnigh do mhisneach 

Maclean, Malcolm An leabhar mor = 

  The great book of Gaelic 

Ní Dhomhnaill, Nuala  Pharaohôs daughter 

Ní Ghearbhuigh, Ailbhe Péacadh 

Ní Mhurchú, Maria  Duilleoga draíochta 

Ó Neachtain, Joe Steve An Dé deiridh 

Cloake, Fionnuala  Ceist agam ort! 

OôDonoghue, Jo  Favourite Irish proverbs 

 

Irish History  

Hunt, Gerry Blood upon the Rose ï Easter 1916 

 

Biography 

Chatwin, Bruce In Patagonia 

Coetzee, J. M.  Boyhood: scenes from provincial life 

Busby, Cylin The year we disappeared:  

  a father-daughter memoir 

New books added to Cluny Libraryôs stock since  

September 2009 

Fiction:  

Abdel-Fattah, Randa: Where the streets had a name 

Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi Purple hibiscus 

Ashley, Bernard  No way to go 

Blundell, Judy What I saw and how I lied 

Christopher, Lucy Stolen 

Collins, Suzanne The hunger games 

Cooper, Susan Victory 

Curtis, Vanessa Zelah Green: queen of clean 

Dessen, Sarah Lock & key 

Doherty, Berlin A beautiful place for a murder 

Falkner, Brian The super freak 

Fisher, Catherine Incarceron 

Fisher, Catherine Sapphique 

Fombelle, Timothée de  Toby alone 

Fombelle, Timothée de  Toby and the secrets of the tree 

Geras, Adèle Dido 

Halberstam, Gaby The red dress 

Hoffman, Mary Troubadour 

Horowitz, Anthony Necropolis 

Hyde, Lily  Dreamland 

Impey, Rose Six feet deep 

Lake, Nick  The secret ministry of frost 

Lanagan, Margo Tender morsels 

Lovric, Michelle The undrowned child 

McGann, Oisín The wisdom of dead men 

Michael, Livi Faerie heart 

Mitchell, Jane Chalkline 

Petterson, Per Out stealing horses 

Picoult, Jodi My sisterôs keeper 

Prue, Sally  Wheels of war 

Rai, Bali   City of ghosts 

Rose, Malcolm Forbidden island 

Rosoff, Meg The brideôs farewell 

Sedgwick, Marcus Revolver 

Speyer, Chris Devilôs rock 

Smelcer, John E.  The great death 

Ward, Rachel Numbers 

Wilson, Jacqueline Hetty Feather 

New Books available in Library  

Useful study skills websites: 

http://www.skoool.ie/

examcentre 

http://www.moresuccess.ie/

content/StudySkills 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/

schools/studentlife/

revisionandskills 

http://www.revise.ie 

http://how-to-study.com 

http://www.revise.ie
http://how-to-study.com


ôé The whole 

night was a 

success from the 

speakers to the 

musicians to the 

cakes!õ 

 

Reflection of a 1st Year Student 

On the 3rd of Novemeber 1st 
years had their parents evening. 
The whole evening was very en-
joyable. The evening started with 
Mrs Lundy making a speech about 
the school, its rules and how the 
school runs. After Mrs Lundy's 
speech, our new Guidance Coun-
sellor took the floor.  This was a 
chance for our parents and my fel-
low 1st years to meet our new 
Guidance Counsellor Mrs Kelly for 
the first time. When Mrs Kelly was 
finished everyone had settled 
down and was ready for that 
nights events. Some girls from 1Y 
got up and talked about their sub-

jects choices.  They were followed 
by girls from 1X who talked about 
the school's sports that many of us 
take part in.  Then girls from 1W 
talked about the societies and the 
activities during lunch such as 

drama and choir. The night did not 
only have students and teachers 
talking about the school, It also 
featured three musical perform-
ances: Ciara Mc Keown played the 
piano, I (Naomi Carney) sang and 

Aoife O'Driscoll played the violin. 
Before parents and students were 

allowed to leave their seats to grab 
a cake and socialize.  All the 1st 
years preformed the song " A 
Whole New World" together up on 
the choir stands. We finished our 
song and rushed for the cakes. Of 
course the whole point of the eve-
ning was to introduce our parents 
to other parents that they didn't 
already know. I think the whole 
night was a success from the 
speakers to the musicians to the 
cakes! (Which were made by the 
two Home Economics classes in 
1st Year.) 
  
By Naomi Carney  

and having lots of different teachers. But 
weôre all getting used to it. 

 

We also have buddies in 6th Year. I think 
itôs good because then you can recognise 

one more person in the school, and itôs not 

someone in your year. 

 
Everyone is enjoying first year so far and 

we are all looking forward to the rest of 

the year, (except for the Christmas tests).  

Hi my name is Niamh Plunkett. I 
started in First Year in September 

2009. So far Iôve had a great time. I 

think I can say that everyone in first 
year has made friends and is settling in 

well.  

 

Itôs fun doing all the new subjects you 
can do like Music, Home Economics 

and doing science experiments. Itôs 

really different moving from class-
room to classroom, having a timetable 

1st Year Parents Evening 
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and well done to all our competition win-
ners. 

Poster competition winner: 
 Aoibheann Mc Guirk (2nd yr) 

Wordsearch competition winner: 

 Lorna Carroll (3rd yr) 

Table quiz winners:  

1st Place: 
 Rebecca Dwyer (6th Yr) 

 Kate O Donoghue(6th Yr) 

 Lauren Higgins(1st yr) 
 Orla Meehan (1st Yr) 

2nd Place: 

 Sarah Cooper (6th Yr) 
 Rina Watanabe (6th Yr) 

 Cliodhna Gillen (6th Yr) 

 Kim Taylor (1st Yr) 

 Grace Hickey (1st Yr) 
 Clare McHale (1st Yr) 

National Science Week 2009 was held from 

8th to 15th November. During this week a 
number of events and competitions were 

held at St Joseph of Cluny. These included a 

science table quiz for 1st and 6th year 
óbuddiesô, a wordsearch competition and a 

science poster competition. A science debate 

was also held by the 5th years. The motion 

debated was Science, A Threat to Humanity. 
Science Week in St Joseph of Cluny was a 

great success. There was terrific involve-

ment and participation by students from all 
year groups and it was greatly enjoyed by 

all. Congratulations to everyone involved 
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Science WeekñQuiz 

It was an enthusiastic and lively 
debate and the motion was carried 

by Emma, Lauren and Leah.   

Leah's dry wit won her the Best 
Speaker Award. 

 

The 1st Years are chomping at 

the bit to start their own engage-
ment with current topics. 

3rd Years put on an exhibition debate for 
1st Years in October to start off 

the debate season.    

 
Emma Crotty, Lauren Foster Ryan and Leah 

Moran proposed the motion "That this 

house would abolish school uniform".  The 

motion was opposed by Megan Ross, Elea-
nor O'Mahony and Katie O'Byrne. 

 

Exhibition Debate 

Eyes down! 

Enthusiastic audience  

1st Years and 

6th Year 

Buddies team 

up for a great 

afternoon of 

fun & 

learning. 



òDõfhoghlaim²oma

r a lán níos mó 

Gaeilge agus bhí a 

lán spraoi 

againn.ó 

Junior Achievers!  

Díospóireacht Gael Linn 

For six weeks, our Business Studies 
class took part in a Junior Achieve-

ment programme.  It was delivered by 

Simone Harney from Baxter Health-
care. 

 

We learnt about personal economics, 

making good first impressions and 
how to keep a household budget.  We 

also learnt the doôs and donôts of inter-

views. 
 

Our business class really enjoyed the 

programme and we learnt lots of skills 
for life. 

Ayo Arogundade 2Y 

Ms. Simone Harney, Human Resource 

Manager, Baxter Healthcare with Mrs 
Smythôs Second Year Business Stud-

ies class. 

díospóireacht ar siúl i scoil 
Mainistir Loreto Foxrock. 

Bhí Coláiste Naomh 

Conleth agus Mainistir Lo-
reto Deilginis ag glacadh 

páirt freisin. Ní raibh 

Sadhbh ag caint ach bhí sí 

sa lucht éisteacha le Nicole 
OôHara. Th§ing an t-Uasal 

Ó Murcú agus Ms. Breheny 

freisin chun muid a thacú. 

Ar dtús, thosaigh an Cat-

haoirleach ag caint linn. Tar éis sin, 

thosaigh na cainteoirí ag labhairt. 

Nuair a bhí gach duine críochnaithe 

ag caint, dôimigh na molt·ir² chun na 

buaiteoirí a roghnú. Bhuaigh Col§iste 
Naomh Conleth agus Mainistir Loreto 

Deilginis ach dúirt na mholtóirí go 

raibh caighdeán an-ard ag gach aon 

duine. Níor bhuamar ach fuaireamar 

taithí an-mhaith. Dôfhoghlaim²omar a 

lán níos mó Gaeilge agus bhí a lán 
spraoi againn. 

  

Eleanor OôMahony 3y. 

Rinne mise, Katie OôByrne, Megan 
Ross agus Sadhbh Frison Roche  

Díospóireacht Gael linn dhá 

seachtaine ó shin. Ba é an rún a bhí os 

§r gcomhair n§ ógur Cheart d¼inn §r 
gcuid laethanta saoire a chaitheamh in 

Éirinn. Bhí ár bhfoireann I gcoinne an 

rún. Fuaireamar an rún dhá seachtaine 
roimh an dhíospóireacht. Bhuaileamar 

leis an t-Uasal Ó Murcú ag am lóin. 

Dôinis s® d¼inn conas an d²osp·ireacht 
a dh®anamh as Gaeilge. Dôullm-

haíomar ár n-óraid abhaile. Thug ár 

múinteoir Gaeilge Ms. Hackett cabhair 

dúinn. Tar éis a lán oibre agus 
cleachtaithe, tháinig an lá. Bhí an 

Junior Achievement Programme 
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Señora Coleman! Fue muy exi-

toso y esperamos que we en-

couraged everyone to learn 

this great language y to visit 

Spain. We had a great time - Lo 

pasamos bombre- We hope you 

did too!!  

 

By Rebecca Blake 3W & Niamh 
Casey 3X 
With help from Sophie Byrne, 
Lauren  Foster Ryan, Fiona Fagan and 
Caitriona Fay.  

¡Hola Amigos! El primer de octubre, as you 

probably know, Cluny had a very success-

ful open day. ¡La Clase de español fue fan-

tastíca!  

 

The room was brightly decorated in rojo y 

amarillo. Había comida sabrosa por ejem-

plo, tortillas y salsa. Jugamos muchos jue-

gos como pin the tail en el toro, hopscotch 

en Español, face-painting y Spanish quiz. 

Escuchamos la músíca española while las 

chicas nuevas got to meet las chicas de 

Cluny y nuestra profesora extraoridinaria 
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El ôOpen Dayõ En La Clase De Espa¶ol 

last year really enjoyed themselves and have 
great memories. If you are interested in par-

ticipating this year go to the library and ask 

Iníon ní Mhaicín for more information. We 
have great fun at the Cluny Bookworms and 

we hope to see a lot of new people this year!

By Eleanor OôMahony 3Y 

Last year Iníon ní Mhaicín started the Cluny 
Bookworms, Clunyôs one and only book 

club! We met once a month to discuss and 

recommend books. Iníon ní Mhaicín gave us 
a theme every month, which was easier than 

everyone having to read the same book. A 

few of the themes we had included; histori-

cal fiction, books translated from other lan-
guages and classics.  We had a month to 

choose and read a book. If we were too 

busy, we could choose a book we had al-
ready read. Iníon ní Mhaicín was always 

there to help us if we needed any help 

choosing our book. Everyone took their turn 
to speak about a book or two that they had 

read and whether or not they liked it. We 

had big discussions about books like Harry 

Potter and Twilight.  
 

The book club is great for both people who 

read a lot and people who read a little bit. 
This year Iníon ní Mhaicín is organising a 

mixed-year book club and everyone is wel-

come. Itôs a great way to meet people from 
different years. The book club is on once a 

month during lunchtime. Even if youôre in 

an exam year you can find time for the 

Cluny bookworms. All of the members from 

The Cluny Bookworms! 

Fun with the Cluny Book-

worms  

ôThe book 

club is great 

for both 

people who 

read a lot and 

people who 

read a little 

bit.õ 


